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CONTINENCE AIDS PROGRAM 
Petition 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.03 pm]:  I present a petition signed by three petitioners couched in 
the following terms -  

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say that children with disabilities and health conditions, adults of working age 
with disabilities and health conditions, and seniors are disadvantaged by the absence of a Western 
Australian Continence Aids Programme. 

The eligibility for the Commonwealth Continence Aids Assistance Scheme excludes many people in 
need and the level of subsidy is insufficient to meet the needs of many working age adults with 
disabilities.  

The remainder of the petition is written as a first-person narrative -   

I am Carol Franklin a mother of a 31 year old son Stephen, who has multiple disabilities, 
Intellectual and Physical.  Stephen is incontinent and has to wear incontinence aids 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week, when he was living at home we were paying out over $3000 a year for his pads, 
if we tried to cut this down he would have urinary tract infections because of the length of time he 
had to stay in wet pads.  This was then an additional cost in Doctor visits and medications.  This 
also impacted on the rest of my family, because we had very little money over to give my other 
children the opportunities that a normal family take for granted.  The Commonwealth 
Government CASS scheme gave us $450 a year, this lasted 8 weeks, and pads cost $54 a packet of 
20 pads.   

Stephen now lives in a group home, and the agency is finding it hard to subsidize their clients, and 
my son has very little money left over out of his pension after he has paid his living expenses to 
contribute to his pads.  It then falls back on his parents to pick up the short fall.  What will 
happen when we can no longer help him out. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to ensure that Western Australia joins every other State and 
Territory in Australia and implements a means tested Continence Aid Programme for West Australians 
of all ages and abilities.   

[See petition 109.] 
 


